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central public space,
Tompkins Sguarne Park, in the East Village

The show, “Taking 1t to th
Artl & Design of Posters and

Streets]| The
lyers on the
B0s & 90" is a

a cultural center

Lower East Side in
project by ABC T
that is continuing programming whlle
building & new | quarters on Rivington
Street. The exhibition includes works by
artists like Sue Coe, Evit Cockerolt and Eric
ker and will run through June 20 at the
Museam of Reclalmed Urban Space
We wanted (0 recreate that Street Cormer
where all of these fliers and sténcils could
be seen” an organizer of the exhibition,
Seth Tobocman, sajd recently &t the mu-
SEUm.

No Rio's director, Steven Englander, said
the show was inspired by guestions about
how Donald J. Trump's polentinl effect as
president might be compared o Ronald
Reagan'’s. Mr. Tobocman, co-editor of 2 long
running political comic book called Warld
War 3 Hlustraied, added that one aim of the
exhibition 'was to explore links berween
conlemporary protest movements and .E_'.hl.'\;t
political activism on the Lower East Side
that focused on jocal and national issues.

Many Miers in the show are specilic to the
paighborhood. Some refer 1o a clash in 1988

Do

benween police officers and protesters as
the officers tried 1o enforce a curfew at
Tompkins Square Park. A group called Re-

volt. Against Gentrification Erasing Our
Nefghborhood, or. Rage On, podvertised a

ification topr™ with a picture of the
ghristodora House, a luxury building on Av-
gt B that was a target of protest and van-
; A flier titled “Loisaida Intifadn” us-
# nickname for the neighborhood,
a figure throwing a [laming bottle
deciared; “Take our homes, we'll take

the streets.”
There are also fliers addressing lssues
that resonaied beyond the neighborhood
even as they were posted there. Three teil
the story of Michael Stewart: He was ar-
rested in connection with subway graffiti in
19583 and died after being brought 1o a hospl-
tal by transit police, bruised and hogtied. A
paster by Mr. Tobocman described the {atal
shooting by the police in 1984 of a Eleanor
Bumpurs, from the Bronx. Others referred
to campaigns against automobile use, nu-
clear power and United States covert ac-

v

tions in Latin America,

Although fiers of all sorts appeared
throughout New York City, the blocks below
lith Street provided particularly fertile
ground for political postings, perhaps ow-
ing to the area's tradition of dissent. Certain
stretches along SL Marks Place and Avenue
A were plastered with messages spreading
word of protests, drawing attention to
causes or simply making polemical argu-
menits, Those who wheat-pasted frequently
there included housing advocates opposing
evictions, squatters making the case for

Above, a view ol the “Taking It
to the Strenis!” exhibition.
Lefy, Eric Drooker's “Tenant
Groups Have Been Working.”

Providing commentary
and promoting events on
the Lower East Side.
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taking over abandoned buildings and an an-
archic noise band, the Missing Foundation,
that warned of dire consequences if city offi-
cials closed Tompkins Square Park.

Posting fliers on items like bus shelters
and telephone poles violates New York City
laws, and the authorities sometimes sought
repeat offenders. One of the most prolific,
responsible for jumbo-size posters with tiny
print assailing imperialism and racism and
spray-painted messages saying “AlDS s
Germ Warfare by US. Government)” was
arrested in 1986 by undercover officers af-
ter a monthlong police investigation. Mr. To-
bocman sald that man, William Depper-
miin, declined to take part in the show,

Leaving the museum, Mr. Tobocman
walked down Avenue C. Few wheat-pasted
fliers could be seen. But dozens of stickers,
including some that appeared 1o make po-
litical siatements, were attached to lamp
posts and mailboxes. Mr. Tobocman sug-
gested that stickers had eclipsed fliers in

popularity partly because they could be put

up much more quickly and y
“Theres alwavs a need to reach

outside the existing channels” he afrer

pausing to gaze at several stickers, includ-

ing one bearing a likeness of Malcolm X

;ITM: street is the most common area we
ave”
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